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the chink. the spook. the raghead. 
the monkey. the dog. the rat. 
the insect. the scourge. the virus. 
never through these gates. 
illiterate. incoherent. opaque. 
too many of them, too few of us.  
uppity. angry. scornful.    
 
they are not human until we say they are. 
 










About the Author 
 
Kevin Minh Allen was born Nguyễn Đức Minh on December 5, 1973 near Sài Gòn, Vietnam to 
a Vietnamese mother and American father who remain unknown to him.  He was adopted by a 
couple from Rochester, NY and grew up in Webster, NY with his two younger sisters.  In 2000, 
he moved to Seattle, WA to pursue a life less ordinary.  Kevin is a freelance writer who has had 
his poetry published in numerous print and online publications, such as Aileron, Monkey King, 
HazMat Literary Review, and Chrysanthemum.
1
Allen: Trouble Telling The Enemy
Published by Purdue e-Pubs, 2010
Allen – Trouble Telling The Enemy 
 
Journal of Southeast Asian American Education & Advancement, Vol. 5 (2010) 
A peer-reviewed 
scholarly journal 
published by the 
National Association 







 Journal of Southeast Asian American  
Education & Advancement 
Volume 5 (2010)           www.JSAAEA.org 
 
Editor 
Dr. Wayne E. Wright 
University of Texas, San Antonio 
 
Associate Editors 
Dr. Chhany Sak-Humphry 
University of Hawaii 
 
Dr. KimOanh Nguyen-Lam 
California State University, Long Beach 
 
             Book Review Editor  
               Dr. Vichet Chhuon  
University of Minnesota 
 
Creative Works Editor 
Bryan Thao Worra 








University of Texas, San Antonio 
 
Comments and questions for the editorial staff may be directed to jsaaea@lists.sis.utsa.edu 
 
Editorial Review Board 
 
Dr. Carl L. Bankston III 
Tulane University 
 
 Dr. Pollie Bith-Melander 
Asian and Pacific Islander Wellness Center 
Dr. Phala Chea 
Lowell Public Schools 
 Dr. George Chigas 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
 
Dr. Loan Dao 
Cancer Prevention Institute of California 
 
 Dr. Changming Duan 
University of Missouri, Kansas City 
 
Dr. Sophal Ear 
U.S. Naval Postgraduate School 
 
 Dr. Nancy H. Hornberger 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Dr. Samlong Inthaly 
Minneapolis Public Schools 
 
 Dr. Peter Nien-Chu Kiang 
University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Dr. Kevin K. Kumashiro 
University of Illinois, Chicago 
 Dr. Stacey Lee 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
2
Journal of Southeast Asian American Education and Advancement, Vol. 5 [2010], Iss. 1, Art. 3
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jsaaea/vol5/iss1/3
DOI: 10.7771/2153-8999.1004
Allen – Trouble Telling The Enemy 
 
Journal of Southeast Asian American Education & Advancement, Vol. 5 (2010) 
Dr. David Chanpannha Ley 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
 
 Dr. Sue Needham 
California State University, Dominguez Hills 
 
Dr. Bic Ngo 
University of Minnesota 
 
 Dr. Max Niedzwiecki 
Daylight Consulting Group 
 
Dr. Leakhena Nou 
California State University, Long Beach 
 
 Dr. Clara Park 
California State University, Northridge 
 
Dr. Mark Pfeifer 
Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi 
 Dr. Loan T. Phan 
University of New Hampshire 
 
Dr. Bounlieng Phommasouvanh 
Minnesota Department of Education 
 
 Dr. Karen Quintiliani 
California State University, Long Beach 
 
Dr. Kalyani Rai 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
 
 Dr. Fay Shin 
California State University, Long Beach 
 
Dr. Nancy J. Smith-Hefner 
Boston University 
 
 Dr. Yer J. Thao 
Portland State University 
 
Dr. Myluong Tran 
San Diego State University 
 
 Dr. Khatharya Um 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Dr. Linda Trinh Vo 
University of California, Irvine 
 
Dr. Zha Blong Xiong 
University of Minnesota 
 
 Dr. Terrence G. Wiley 
Arizona State University 
 
Dr. Kou Yang 




Doctoral Student Editorial Review Board 
 
Keo Chea-Young 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
 Annie BichLoan Duong 
San Joaquin County Office of Education 
 
Peter Tan Keo 
Columbia University 
 Polinda Keo 
University at Albany 
 
Ha Lam 
Arizona State University 
 
 Ravy Lao 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Monirith Ly 
Texas State University 
 
 Giang Pham 





 Rassamichanh Souryasack 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Layheng Ting 
State University of New York, Albany 
 
 Loan Tran 
University of California, Riverside 
 
Tinou Tran 
University of Houston, Texas 
 
 Phitsamay Sychitkokhong Uy 
Harvard University 
Yang Sao Xiong 




Allen: Trouble Telling The Enemy
Published by Purdue e-Pubs, 2010
